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SCA updates in brief

SCA funding opportunities

The SCA has issued three Invitations to Tender (ITT) to commence the BBC UK CenturyShare prototype development (Technical Consultancy and Demonstrator) and further work on Audience Analysis and Modelling.

For further information please go to: www.jisc.ac.uk/fundingopportunities
Membership news

Welcome to Queen’s University Belfast – our newest affiliate member. Affiliate Organisations Membership is a non-financial membership, designed to assist the Strategic Content Alliance in developing and deploying the UK Content Framework.

For information on how you can join the SCA as an affiliate organisation please go to: http://sca.jiscinvolve.org/join-us
Recent events

‘How Stalinist should we be about standards?’ This was the intriguing question that emerged from the second series of SCA Home Nations forums that has now done the rounds of Edinburgh, Belfast and Cardiff. Lively discussions ensued at all three events on the subject of why we need standards and the benefits they provide – alongside the challenges and cost of adopting them in an organic, shifting environment. The Cardiff event, which was opened by Dr Rhidian Griffiths, Director of Public Services at the National Library of Wales, also saw Naomi Korn unveil a new model to explain IPR and respond to a vigorous debate about the relevance of UK-based IPR work in an international digital world.

For full coverage of the forums, including presentations, go to:
http://sca.jiscinvolve.org/events
The third series of Home Nations forums will take place in the autumn.


	Forthcoming events

10–11 July: JISC/CNI 7th International Conference, Belfast

15–16 July: JISC Innovation Forum, Keele

25 September: SCA Scotland forum, Edinburgh

2 October: SCA Northern Ireland forum, Belfast

8 October: SCA Wales forum, Cardiff

For more information on these events please visit: 
http://sca.jiscinvolve.org/events


News

UK signs Seoul declaration to open up public sector information

A declaration that recognises the importance of public sector information in the new economy has been published by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The Seoul Declaration was drawn up at the OECD ministerial meeting on the Future of the Internet Economy that took place in Korea on 17 and 18 June 2008, and the UK was one of nearly 40 countries to endorse it.

This declaration calls on governments to enhance access to public domain information, and emphasises that governments need to ‘work closely together to create and maintain a policy environment and infrastructure that are robust and responsive to a growing set of challenges and opportunities’. It calls for the removal of ‘unnecessary restrictions on the ways in which [public sector information] can be accessed, used, re-used, combined or shared’. When public sector information is not provided free, prices should be transparent ‘and not exceed marginal costs of maintenance and distribution’. However, one loophole is available: ‘Any higher pricing should be based on clearly expressed policy grounds.’

www.epsiplus.net/news/seoul_declaration
UK spearheads Europe’s emerging knowledge economy

The European Commission has praised the Office of Public Sector Information (OPSI) at a pan-European ePSIplus conference in Brussels. OPSI’s initiatives mean that the UK is leading the way across Europe in the re-use of public sector information. This re-use, both by the information industry and citizens, is key to the growth of the knowledge-based economies across Europe.

Carol Tullo, Director of OPSI, said, ‘In the digital age we need to recognise that information can be presented in many diverse and exciting ways. And information from the public sector does not have to be delivered by a public provider. The initiatives we have launched in OPSI have been designed to encourage the supply, sharing and re-use of public sector information.’

www.publictechnology.net/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=16309&mode=thread&order=0&thold=0
Wales gets digital action plan

The Welsh Digital Inclusion Minister, Huw Irranca-Davies, announced at the Ofcom conference, Usability in the Communications Sector, that the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) will publish a Digital Strategy Action Plan in the coming months, which will outline the actions WAG will take to overcome digital exclusion.

www.publictechnology.net/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=16034
JISC increases digitisation funding

JISC has issued a call for new digitisation and digital ‘enhancement’ proposals. Funding of between £50,000 and £100,000 is available, on a matched funded basis. Proposals must be led by a English or Welsh university, but consortia who include proposals to include Scotland and Northern Ireland are eligible. The deadline for submissions is 22 July 2008.

www.jisc.ac.uk/fundingopportunities/funding_calls/2008/06/circular0908
BBC plans to exploit long tail of its archive

The BBC has pledged to create a web page for every episode of every single programme ever broadcast on the BBC, spanning 81 years of radio and television. The page will contain programme information, clips, links and eventually whole programmes available either on iPlayer or (possibly – see below) video-on-demand service Kangaroo. The project, announced at last month’s Banff television festival in Canada, would be delivered within the existing budget of the organisation’s digital arm.

www.guardian.co.uk/media/2008/jun/11/bbc.bbc
Kangaroo bounced to Competition Commission

Kangaroo, the proposed video-on-demand joint venture between BBC Worldwide, ITV and Channel 4, has been referred to the Competition Commission by the Office of Fair Trading.

The OFT said it had concerns about how the project could lead to a concentration of the three broadcasters’ programming libraries that ‘may give market power to the joint venture’. It said the collective rights library would be the ‘largest and richest’ source of UK TV content, with users able to browse through the library in a searchable website and watch video content on a free, download-to-rent or download-to-own basis. Over the next 24 weeks, the CC will consider the issues and collect better evidence on the key concerns around the launch of Kangaroo than is currently available.

www.oft.gov.uk/news/press/2008/80-08
Reports

Students rate social network sites for learning

New research commissioned by JISC and carried out by Ipsos MORI suggests that students are starting to mix their social networking activity with their academic studies.

The research builds upon on an initial study, ‘Student Expectations’, which was carried out last year when 500 students were asked to indicate their expectations of technology provision when entering into higher education. These new data are based on the students now that they are studying in their first year at higher education institutions, compared to the previous study when they were still at school.

The study found that general use of social networking sites is still high with 91% using them regularly or sometimes

The study found that general use of social networking sites is still high with 91% using them regularly or sometimes. Social networking sites are used by 73% of respondents to discuss coursework with others, with 27% doing so on at least a weekly basis. Of these, 75% think such sites are useful in enhancing their learning. Attitudes towards whether lecturers or tutors should use social networking sites for teaching purposes are mixed, with 38% thinking it a good idea and 28% not. Despite students being able to recognise the value of using these sites in learning, only 25% feel they are encouraged to use Web 2.0 features by tutors or lecturers.

Further information and the full report: www.jisc.ac.uk/publications/publications/greatexpectations
Thinking like an entrepreneur

An article by Kevin Guthrie of Ithaka recently appeared in Inside Higher Ed. In ‘Thinking like an Entrepreneur’, Guthrie argues that creators of online academic resources have to change their mindset and behaviour if they want to build sustainable projects in today’s rapidly changing environment. He identifies several aspects of the entrepreneurial approach that seem particularly important to creating sustainable digital projects, from flexibility and responsiveness to dedicated and accountable leadership.

The article draws on the SCA-Ithaka jointly-funded report Sustainability and Revenue Models for Online Academic Resources, and recent associated workshops in London and New York. The SCA will build on this work and further explore issues surrounding the sustainability of online content through the development of case studies of what has and has not worked in the sustainability of online resources.

Read the article here:
http://insidehighered.com/views/2008/06/26/guthrie
The full Business Models and Sustainability study, and workshop reports, can be found on the SCA blog at http://sca.jiscinvolve.org/category/sustainability
Seeking sustainability

Ricky Erway, at RLG Programs, OCLC, has just produced a report addressing the issue of sustainability of digital resources and services in the cultural heritage sector. Seeking Sustainability reviews the successes and failures of the RLG cultural materials and Trove.net services.

Read the report at: www.oclc.org/programs/publications/reports.htm
To share or not to share?

The Research Information Network has published a report, To Share or not to Share: Publication and Quality Assurance of Research Data Outputs, which presents the findings from a study of whether or not researchers do in fact make their research data available to others, and the issues they encounter when doing so. The findings are of interest in themselves, and raise a number of issues of relevance to the UKRDS study.

You can download the report as a pdf at: www.rin.ac.uk/data-publication
Intellectual Property Rights news

SCA IPR consultancy update

Naomi Korn
Over the course of the last month, the SCA IPR Consultants have been involved in a number of different areas of work, including presentations about our work at the Home Nations Events in Cardiff and Belfast.

We are also working with Dr Prodomos Tsiavos to scope a series of case studies across the public sector, which map the flow of content, rights and value. It is intended for this work to also address a number of key themes relating to the lifecycle of various different types of content. This work will be carried out in the summer, culminating in a report and dissemination event later on in the autumn.

Gowers Review of IP: Update

Following on from the recent copyright exceptions consultation, a second consultation on the draft regulations is due in the autumn. However, we understand that this consultation may be delayed. We are closely monitoring further developments, which will be announced via this newsletter and the SCA blog.

Strategic Advisory Board for Intellectual Property

The inaugural meeting of SABIP was held on 2 June 2008. SABIP was set up following a recommendation within the report of the Gowers Review of IP. It operates as a non-departmental public body to provide an overview of IP policy in the context of the wider economy, and its remit includes providing advice to: the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills; the Minister for IP and Quality; and the chief executive of the UK Intellectual Property Office. SABIP operates in accordance with five main principles (open, balanced, rigorous, independent and strategic), is chaired by Joly Dixon and its members include Dame Lynne Brindley, CEO of the British Library.

Proposed copyright term extension: response from leading legal advisors/academics

The leading European centres for intellectual property research, supported by the Libraries and Archives Copyright Alliance, have released a joint letter to EU Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso, enclosing an impact assessment that details the far-reaching and negative effects of the proposal to extend the term of copyright in sound recordings. The letter states:

‘This Copyright Extension Directive, proposed by Commissioner McCreevy, is likely to damage seriously the reputation of the Commission. It is a spectacular kowtow to one single special interest group: the multinational recording industry (Universal, Sony/BMG, Warner and EMI) hiding behind the rhetoric of “aging performing artists”.

‘The Commission is required to conduct an impact study for each directive it proposes. We, the leading European centres for intellectual property policy research, have collectively reviewed the empirical evidence. Our findings are unanimous. The proposed Copyright Extension Directive will damage European creative endeavour and innovation beyond repair.’

More information about the letter and a list of signatories can be found at:
www.cippm.org.uk/current.html
For further information on IP and the work Naomi and Charles are undertaking in this arena, see also:
www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/projects/ipr/iprconsultancy/newsletter30.aspx#gowersupdate
Other IPR news

Digital Libraries Initiative moves on orphan works

Representatives of libraries, archives and rights-holders have signed an agreement on copyright at a meeting organised by the Digital Libraries Initiative in Brussels. The Memorandum of Understanding on ‘orphan works’ will help cultural institutions to digitise books, films and music whose authors are unknown, making them available to the public online.

In parallel, the High Level Expert Group (HLEG) on Digital Libraries adopted practical guidelines for partnerships between cultural institutions and private organisations, such as the existing collaboration between the British Library and Cengage Gale on historical newspapers. In relation to copyright issues, the HLEG adopted a final report in which it endorsed a new model licence for making works that are out of print or out of distribution accessible for all on the internet. It also gave guidance on copyright issues related to the preservation of web content by cultural institutions.

Find out more at:
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=4145
MILE launches Orphan Works Database

The EC-funded project Metadata Image Library Exploitation (MILE) has launched a controversial website of orphan works at an international IPR conference in Malta. The Ophan Works Database is coordinated by the Bridgeman Art Library and is a website of images with unknown copyright information, the first database of its kind for images with incomplete copyright information.

http://orphanworks.ssl.co.uk
SCA and the Collections Trust launch UK orphan works survey

The Collections Trust, a charity supported by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council, is to begin a UK-wide orphan works survey. It aims to:

· Show the impact of orphan works on public sector service delivery

· Quantify the scale and scope of the problem across SCA communities

· Provide qualitative evidence of how access to and use of content is inhibited

· Raise the level of public, professional and political awareness of the issue and its impact

For further information on this project please contact Stuart Dempster (s.dempster@jisc.ac.uk).
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