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interpretation of the copyright 
exceptions to help the flow of content 
within the knowledge economy. 
Whilst the SCA has welcomed the 
Gowers Review and the opportunity 
to be consulted, the SCA has argued 
that the current consultation does not 
go far enough in suggesting suitable 
content-neutral exceptions for public 
sector bodies, to ensure the removal 
of legislative impediments which 
restrict content access and use.

“the SCA has argued 
that the current 
consultation does not go 
far enough in suggesting 
suitable content-neutral 
exceptions for public 
sector bodies”

The SCA is therefore keen to 
continue to lobby the UK’s Intellectual 
Property Office, as well as ensuring 
that public sector bodies benefit as 
fully as possible from the proposed 
changes outlined in the Green Paper, 
through lobbying, advocacy and joint 
activities. The SCA is also exploring 
coordinating efforts with other 
stakeholders across Europe.

At the same time, the SCA has 
responded robustly to the proposed 
extension of term, recommending that 
the UK’s IPO blocks such measures.

Q What action can 
individual SCA 

members and interested 
parties take?
The deadline for responses to the 
Green Paper is 30 November 2008.

SCA members and other interested 
parties can respond directly to the 
consultation which is available 
at: http://ec.europa.eu/internal_
market/copyright/copyright-infso/
copyright-infso_en.htm or contact 
the SCA directly if they wish to 
coordinate efforts.

Read Naomi and Charles’s briefing 
paper on the Green Paper on 
Copyright in the Knowledge Economy 
on the SCA blog at:  
http://sca.jiscinvolve.org

British Library archival sound recording project: the proposed extension of term in sound 
recordings could hinder the preservation and digitisation of sound archives and recordings
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Library of Congress: digital 
preservation and copyright

The Library of Congress has 
recently issued a joint report on 
digital preservation and copyright. 
It was compiled by the National 
Digital Information and Infrastructure 
Preservation Program, and in 
cooperation with partners in Australia 
(OAK Law Project), the Netherlands 
(SURF Foundation) and the United 
Kingdom (JISC).

…unless preservation 
efforts are begun soon 
after they are created, 
they will be lost to future 
generations

The International Study on the 
Impact of Copyright Law on Digital 
Preservation notes that digital 
works are ephemeral, and unless 
preservation efforts are begun soon 
after they are created, they will be 
lost to future generations. The report 
found that, although copyright and 
related laws are not the only obstacle 
to digital preservation, there is no 
question that those laws present 
significant challenges.

Recommendations are provided for 
legislative reform and other solutions 
to ensure that libraries, archives 
and other preservation institutions 
can manage copyrighted digital 

information in a manner consistent 
with national and international laws. 
Specific recommendations include 
structuring national copyright laws to 
provide exceptions for preservation 
institutions to proactively preserve 
at-risk copyrighted material in digital 
form, subject to measures appropriate 
to protect the legitimate interests 
of right holders. The report further 
recommends that copyright exceptions 
for digital preservation should not be 
conditioned on the category (such as 
literature or music) or format (such as 
compact disk or website) of the work.

www.digitalpreservation.gov/
partners/resources/pubs/digital_
preservation_final_report2008.pdf

Ithaka: faculty and library 
relationships
Ithaka has released the full findings 
from its 2006 surveys of the 
behaviour and attitudes of faculty 
members and academic librarians. 
The findings shed light on the 
relationship between faculty and the 
library, faculty perceptions and uses 
of electronic resources, the transition 
away from print for scholarly journals, 
faculty publishing preferences, 
e-books, digital repositories, and the 
preservation of scholarly journals.

An in-depth white paper details the 
findings and provides analysis and 
recommendations based on the 
studies (www.ithaka.org/research/
faculty-and-librarian-surveys) 
while, for those who are interested 
in investigating the data in greater 
depth, Ithaka has deposited the raw 
datasets from these studies with 
the Interuniversity Consortium for 
Political and Social Science Research 
(ICPSR), and these are available at: 
http://tinyurl.com/6rm3df and http://
tinyurl.com/6hk6lg

RLG: digitisation 
symposium reflections
The Impact of Digitising Special 
Collections on Teaching and 
Scholarship: Reflections on a 
Symposium about Digitisation and 
the Humanities, is available on 
the Research Libraries Group (RLG) 
Programs website. It consists of 
an overview of the RLG Programs 
symposium that was held in 
Philadelphia in June and dealt with 
the contributions that digitised text 
corpora can make to advancing 
humanities scholarship. Outputs 
from the symposium are also 

available online, including 
presentations and recorded sessions.

Report: www.oclc.org/programs/
publications/reports/2008-04.pdf

Symposium: www.oclc.org/
programs/events/2007-08-29.htm

Eduserv: snapshot study of 
open content licences
Eduserv have funded a study into 
the use of open content licences by 
the UK cultural heritage sector. The 
survey report and appendices are 
now available from the study website.

www.eduserv.org.uk/foundation/
studies/cc2007

Demos: making the most of 
collaboration

In his keynote speech at the JISC 
Innovation Forum, the BBC’s 
Jason DaPonte name-checked 
a recent report by the think-tank 
Demos on co-design. Making 
the Most of Collaboration is an 
international survey of 466 public 
service practitioners, which sets 
out the challenges that will affect 
the implementation of collaborative 
design principles in the future and 
focuses on the design stage of public 
service provision.

www.demos.co.uk/publications/
makingthemostofcollaboration
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Newsletter is written by Michelle 
Pauli and produced by the JISC 
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